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Dr. EIma Aflaki is a Research Fellow with Dr. Ellen Sidransky in the
Molecular Neurogenetics Section of the National Human Genome
Research Institute. She received both her B.Sc. and an M.Sc. in
molecular genetics from Tehran University, Iran and graduated from
the Medical University of Graz, Austria with a PhD in molecular
medicine in 2011. Her research has focused on the lipid metabolism of
macrophages and their role in the regulation of inflammation. Based
on the importance of macrophages in Gaucher disease (the only cell
types which manifest accumulation) and her background in lipid
metabolism and inflammation of these cells, she joined Dr.Sidranky's
lab as visiting fellow to study the cell biology of Gaucher Disease and
its association with Parkinson’s disease. Dr. Aflaki is also investigating
the differentiation of pluripotent stem cells into macrophages,
dopaminergic neurons and astrocytes from Gaucher and Parkinson
patients to investigate the association between these diseases and to
study the effect of small molecules as candidate drug for Gaucher and
Parkinson. In 2014, she was awarded a NHGRI Intramural Research
Award for scientific accomplishment.
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